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BALTIMORE, SEPTEMBER 13, 183s. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


Northern Neck Circuit, August 30, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—I should be wanting in grati- 
tude to our good God, and in justice to the cause 
of Christianity, were I to withhold the delightful 
intelligence furnished by our late camp-meeting. 

At the appoirted time the people in goodly 
numbers hastened to the ground. Every thing 
seemed subservient to ovr wishes. The air 
which for some days had become extremely sul- 
try, was cooled by a delightful shower, which 
fell the first evap, fo we had repaired to 
ourencampment. During the remainder of the 
time which was for the space of seven days,the 
weather was truly pleasant. The last night,how- 
ever, we were visited by another shower, which 
proved a benefit rather than otherwise. 

From my earliest recollection I have been in 

the habit of attending camp-meetings. And for 
many years have attended them with peculiar 
‘interest. But I do not remember to have been 
at a meeting of this sort, where such a spirit, 
where such a heavenly feeling reigned as did at 
this. The Christians (and in this term I would 
be understood as embracing members of other 
churches beside our own) seemed to possess a 
spirit of genuine devotion. And many an Hon- 
est heart poured forth its aspirations,for heaven's 
blessing to attend the meeting. Prayer—as it 
always will be—was heard. e power of the 
Most High came down; and ever and anon a 
shout was heard, proclaiming that God had vis- 
ited his people. Believers were filled with joy, 
and many a captive soul made glad, at the sound 
of freedom. i am certain that not less than 
seventy, some suppose a hundred white persons, 
beside about twenty colored persons, were num- 
bered among the believers. 

It would be difficult to convey a just idea of 
the spirit which (as already hinted) prevailed in 
the encampment. Names and sects were left 
behind and forgotten, as food only suited to the 
taste of the mere partisan, while all fed on the 
same heavenly manna, and drank into the same 
satisfying Spirit. Such were my own feelings, 
that | could at any time have said, 


‘My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 
And sit and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss.” 


And there were others, and many others, that 
catried away by the heavenly emotion, wished 
no more to engage in the concerns of this poor 
world. , 

We cannot forget the debt we think most 


justly due our brethren in the ministry for} 


their help, and for that zeal which they discov- 
ered in this labour of love. We feel doubly in- 
debted to our good Baptist brother, who so no- 
bly joined with us in the toils of the vineyard. 


imteresting and encouraging to believers. 


|about four weeks. 


He will no doubt reap his reward. 


- 


As it regards the preparation made on the 
ground, I would just say, that the brethren de- 
serve much for the labour bestowed in making 
every thing comfortable and convenient. Indeed 
I never have seen more pains taken to render 
an encampment comfortable. 

No better order can be expected in a well 
family than existed. 

na word, the Lord has indeed been good to 
us, in preserving our health, in building up his 
people, and in converting a goodly number of 
precious souls. May we feel more than ever 
encouraged to put our trust in Him. 
, Yours, &c. M. Jenninos, 


P.S. Our very worthy and useful brother 
Comann, said something about writing you ap 
account of our camp-meeting. I thought it best 
myself to write immediately. He will no doubt 
furnish you with something not noticed in my 
communication above. 

J.M. J. 


Extracts from the Methodist Correspondent. 
Wheeling, Va. August 6, 1833. 


Messrs. Editors,—We have just closed our 
fourth quarterly meeting, and I am happy to say, 
we have had an encouraging season. Our sa- 
cramental meeting was peculiarly solemn, and 
our love-feast, on Monday evening, was 7 

f it 
be correct to judge from the respectability of a 
congregation, the attention paid to the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and the union of brethren 
among themselves, our prospects are better at 
present than they have been at any time since 
my arrival in this station. Since conference we 
have received seventy-seven members, most of 
whom appear to be striving to walk in the path 
of life, and to make their calling and election 
sure. The Lord bears with sinners, and we 
ought to bear with each other’s offences. The 
present. number in society is ninety-one. 

Some time since, we organized a Sabbath- 
school, which is now in a very flourishing con- 
dition. If our itinerant brethren were more 
zealous in the cause of Sabbath-schools, the 
benefits resulting from their exertions would be 
incalculable. As an individual, I acknowledge 
my negligence in this matter, and intend, by 
Divine grace, to be more attentive in future. 

We have commenced erecting a house of 
worship which will, probably, be completed in 
tis situated in a healthy 
and commanding part of the town. We hope 
to be shortly relieved, of the embarrassing cir- 
cumstance of not having a house in which to 
worship the God of our salvation. 

Respectfully, yours, &c. Z. Racen. 


Harrisville, O., August 15, 1833. 

Messrs. Fditors,—Our President employed 
me, immediately after Pittsburgh conference, to 
travel Muskingum circuit. J took the circuit 
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now have 28 organized classes, and have re- 
ceived 323 this year,—7 have been dropt, 5 re- 
moved, 5 died, (and they all died happy in the 
Lord,) 2 have been expelled, 1 withdrew, 20 in 
all; nett increase 303,—total, 547 in society. 
My junior colleague, Brother Ross, has been 
useful, and well received. The circuit is now 
in good condition. Qur last quarterly meeting 
will be held on the 24th and 25th of this month, 
at Hoskinsville. Rosert 


Pittsburgh Circuit, August 21, 1833. 

Messrs. Editors,—In the order of Providenve 
our way has been opened in various new neigh- 
borhoods and towns. Instead of 5 classes and 
6 appointments with which I commenced, we 
have now 7 classes and 12 appointments, At 
Bakerstown, where there was previously no so- 
ciety, we have now a class of 13 members, most 
of whom are rejoicing in the Lord. The socie- 
ty at Braddock’s Field, (now numbering 25 
members,) is in a prosperous condition, and 
with the good people of your city they nore for 
a glorious season at the approaching Camp- 
meeting, at Brother Milligan’s. There is a 
prospect of the formation of 2 or 3 more classes 
within oar limits, at the commencement of the 
coming Conference: year, and we rejoice in the 
persuasion, that eur “Israel, though small, will 
yet arise,”’ May the time to favor Zion, 
ily come, and may we all be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus, to the glory of his name. Amen. 

Yours, with much respect. 
Ancet H, Basserr. 


Brother Harrod,—Will you give the follow- - 

notice an insertion in your paper. 

he Annual Conferenee of the Methodist 
Protestant Church in the Gennessee district, 
will meet in Clockville, town of Lenox, Madi- 
son co. October 2, 1833, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
Those members who come by the wey of the 
canal will please call at Canastata, and enquire 
for, and report themselves to John P. Webb, 
Erq. Quality Hill, or to the subscriber, Clock- 
ville. Those coming by land carriage will 
enquire for Clockville, Madison co. N. York. 

Zenas Covet, 

‘ Superintendent of Utica and Lenox Districts. 

Lenox, August 23, 1833. 


CAMP-MEETING. 
' For the Methodist Protestant. 
A Camp-meeting for Granville Circuit, North 
Carolina, will commence on Friday, the 27th 
Sept. inst. at Wright’s Chapel, in Franklin Co, | 
nearly equidistant from Louisburg and Oxford, | 
on the road leading from Bledsoe’s 4 roads 
to the latter place, and 16 miles south west of 
Warrenton. 
PROTRACTED MEETING IN ALEXANDRIA, D. ¢. 


Dear Brother Harrod,—Our quarterly meeting wil] be 
held in this place the ensuing week; it will commence 
on Saturday, the 14th inst. and will be protracted until 


the 2d Sabbath after conference, and found 14 
classes, which contained 244 members. We 


Tuesday following. Our friends from a distance are re- 
spectfully invited, and are assured of a hearty welcome. 


| 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Can we not procure help from afar? Are there no effici- | 


ent ministers and laymen among you who can spend a 
few days with us in religious services? Please notice 
this meeting in your next number of the Mutual Rights, 
and extend a cordial invitation to our ministers ahd 
members who can omg attend. I shall rejoice 
to t them welcome. Pray for our rity. . 


ep 


RESOLUTION OF THE MARYLAND ANNUAL CON- 
FERENCE. 


_ "Resolved, That a committee of seven, be 
“appointed to examine the Constitution and Dis- 
cipline, to ascertain what amendments should be 
recommended to the several annual conferences; 
and to furnish, through the columus of the. 
Methodist Protestant, the result of their delib- 
erations.—nevertheless, whatever amendments 
may be suggested by the committee, shall be 
subject to the final decision of the next Annual 
Conference of this district. Whereupon, Dr. 
J. S. Reese, Dr. W. W. Wallace, J. R. Wil- 
liams, W. Kesley, W. Starr, Dr. F. Waters, and 
Eli Henkle, were appointed.” 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTI- 
TUTION AND DISCIPLINE. 


The Committee appointed by the Maryland 
Annual Conference, ‘‘to examine the Constitu- 
tion and Discipline, and to ascertain what 
amendments should be recommended to the 
Annual Conferences, and to furnish through the 
Methodist Protestant the result of their deliber 
ations,”’ beg leave respectfully to suggest, for 
the consideration of the respective Annual Con- 


ferences, the following amenaments to the 
Constitution. 


Proposed Amendments to the Constitution. 


Article 3. To section 3, add; But no certifi- 
cate shall be validlonger than six months after 
date, except circumstances shall have put it 
out of the power of the holder to join within 
the above-named period. | 

Article G, section 1. Before the word ‘‘min- 
isters’’ in the third line, insert the words, sta- 
tioned and unstationed. 

Same article, section 2, page 19, twelfth line, 
expunge the word ‘“‘travel,”” and substitute, to 
serve under the stationing authority. To the 
fourteenth line, immediately after the words 
“authorized by this convention,’”’ add, or that 
may be prescribed by the general conference. 

Alter the proviso which immediately follows, 
by inserting the words, the standing committee, 
in lieu of “a committee.”’ 

Article’ 7. Expunge the third section, in 
order to turn over the power to make rules for 
raising money to pay the preachers, to the re- 
spective Circuits and stations. © 

Same article, section 4, item1. After the 
word “‘regulations,’’ in the second line, insert, 
in relation to slavery. 

Article 8, section 3. After the word “con- 
ference,”’ eleventh line from the top of page 23, 


jand substitute the following: 


who may be prevented by business or otherwise 
from attending the general conference. When 
the representatives and substitutes shall have 
been elected, the college shall be dissolved, and 
the members of the annual conference shall 
proceed with the business of the district. 

Same article, section 5. Third line from the 
bottom of page 23, strike out the word ‘‘three’’ 
and insert the word seven. After the word “‘con- 


from the top of page 24, add; with this differ- 
ence, the delegates from the circuits and stations 
shall vote on the one part, and the ministers under 
the stationing authority of the conference, on the 
other part. 

Article 11, page 26. Head, ‘Officers of the 
Church.” Strike out the second item, describ- 
ing the duties of the President, in order to in- 
troduce it into the Discipline at page 50, where 
it may be classed with things of its kind. | 
Same article. Strike out the head ‘‘minis- 
ters,’ and substitute suUPERINTENDENT. 

Strike out the figure 2 at the beginning of 
the following paragraph, and substitute the head 
ASSISTANTS, and insert immediately after the 
word “assistant,” in the fourth line of the par- 
agraph the following clause, and supernumerary 
assistants. And so alter the section as to read thus: 


ASSISTANTS. 


The ministers and preachers appointed by 
the annnal conference to assist the superintend- 
ent in the discharge of his pastoral duties, shall 
be styled assistants, and supernumerary assist- 
ants; and shall be amenable to the annual con- 
ference for the faithful discharge of their official 
duty. 

It is proposed, that the annual conferences 
recommend to the general conference to adopt 
the following provision, as an alternative, in the 
event of the supernumerary plan not obtaining. 

After the words ‘‘general conference’’ at the 
foot of the third section, of article eight, add:' 
And provided furthermore, that in every in- 
stance where a conference. shall be entitled to 
more than one ministerial representative to the 
general conference, one half of the whole num- 
ber of ministers to which the district may be en- 
titled, so far as said number is susceptible of an 
equal division, shall be unstationed ministers, 
and the other half itinerant ministers. 

Article, 11, item 3. Strike out the entire item 


UNSTATIONED MINISTERS AND PREACHERS. 


Ministers and Preachers not under the sta- 
tioning authority of the annual conference,shall 
be denominated unstationed Ministers and 
Preachers, and shall be accountable to the quar- 
terly conference of their circuit or station for 
their official conduct. 


Same article, page 28. To the fourth item 


respectively, the places of those representatives: ) 


ferences,’’ at the close of the section, third line} 


add: If there be but one unstationed minister 
in the circuit or station, it shall be his privilege 
to appear at the elective college and vote for re- 
presentatives. 

Same article‘and section Add the following 
paragraph:—The electoral college shall as- 
semble on the first Monday after the com- 
mencement of the annual conference, and or- 
gamize by the appointment of a chairman and 
secretary; and proceed to elect, by ballot, 
the number of representatives to which the 
district may be entitled. To guard against 
disappointments, the college shall, after having 


elected the requisite number of representatives, 


add; No minister or preacher shall hold the 
relation of supernumerary nor superannuated, 
except by a vote of the annual conference. 
Nor shall any minister be recognised as belong- 
ing to our fellowship, whose name is not record- 
ed on the list of some annual or quarterly 
conference to which he is amenable, or who 
does not holda valid certificate, or whose name 
is not enrolled on a class paper. 

Same article. Head, ‘Class Leaders.” Strike 
out the word “may” in the first line, and insert 
shall, From the fourth line strike out the words 
‘‘where one is wanted,”’ and insert in lieu thereof; 


elect an equal number-of substitutes, to supply, 


within one month from the period at which the 


ECCLESIASTICAL, 


Subscriber’. will perceive that we 
omitted a few remarks only,on our own respon- 
sibility. We think the article will lose nothing 
of its spirit or utility from the liberty taken. — 
Epiror. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A BRIEF NOTICE OF ‘“‘PHILADELPHIA.”’ 


This is not to be a notice of a city, but of a 
writer, who seems to need its name—one who 
may not have a legal settlement there—but who 
should possess some pretensions to a knowledge 
of the opinions of the brethren in that city; as, 
if he does not ascribe his notions to them, 
would seem at least to settle their thoughts for 
them. So much in the way ofa protest, and as 
reasons why this individual writer should not 
take upon him the name of a great city, nor 
seem to utter absurd opinions for the sake of a 
few. | 
‘Philadelphia’ doubts ‘‘whether any disci- 
pline was ever, after its formation, made any 
better, or any more agreeable to God’s word.” 
How vain, then, are all ideas of improvement! 
How hopeless all enlightened efforts to recover 
religious liberty when once lost! And yet man 
unceasingly aspires to the improvement of his 
condition! Is there no improvement, no not 
one, upon the foundation laid by the Lutheran 
Reformation? How possible is it for men and 
for systems to go from bad to worse! How im- 
ssible to become more consonant with the 
criptures! And yet it is asserted by wise peo- 
ple that Christendom is indebted to the Refor- 
mation of the 16th century for all its civil and 
religious principles! Is it not an improvement 
on the discipline of the church of England, that 
since its formation, most of the civil disabilities 
imposed by it have been removed? And in so 
far has‘that discipline been made more agreeable 
to the Scriptures of the New Testament. This 
is one example: and as men become more en- 
lightened they will either ‘‘better’’ their condi- 
tion by a partial, or an entire, change of their 
relations. With the Methodist Protestants of 
this country this change is entire; they are inde- 
pendent separatists. They formed a ‘govern- 
ment in haste—shall they not review it? Can 
they not make it more agreable to the Scriptures! 
‘Philadelphia’? condemns the discipline: he 
would have none. Why, every body ought to 
know, that whether from necessity, or from 
choice, Rome itself is ‘‘better’’ now than Rome 
was; and, by just so much, whether little or 
much, is Rome more conformable to the Scrip- 
tures now than formerly. The most imperfect 
review of the past, and the least extended 
knowledge of the present days, should have 
‘convinced ‘‘Philadelphia”’ that improvements 
on first foundations had occurred, and may 
again occur. There are hopes therefore for the 
Methodist Protestants! 


‘Philadelphia’ has convinced himself that, 
‘Ist. “The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head, 
Lawgiver, and Governor of his church.” Of 
this truth the late convention was deeply per- 
suaded. See the 2d elementary principle. We 
have nothing to learn here. 


Qd. “Philadelphia” asserts the sufficiency of 
the Holy Scriptures for Salvation, independently 
of human laws, regulations, creeds, and disci- 
plines; and in proof, cites, ‘‘the law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul, &c. Wc. 


class may have been without a regular leader. 


And yet Moses legislated many laws around the 


| 
‘ 


pure spirit of the religion he was sent to teach: 
—this spirit spoke to.the Jews in their. ritual, 
from their altar, thtough their ceremonies, as 
well asin the ten.commandments. They were 
taught pure religion through the senses; they 
were govetned by laws. In abolishing these 
forms, Christianity has not failed to provide 
others; we are not left to the guidance of an 
untangible mysticism, withoat law, but are under 
law to Christ. The pure spirit of religion still 
lives and speaks in and through forms; and if 
we have not an arranged creed, we have doc- 
trines on which to agree;—if we have nota pre- 
scribed form of government, we have ‘principles 
out of which to form ones and reason to guide 
us in the formation .and administration of the 
government; and if need be to improve it until 
it shall be nearly, if not wholly, unexceptionable. 
Why not? Are not the Scriptures, the sources 
of all knowledge, in our hands, and open to all 
of us? Have we not reason, and experience, 
and example too! 


3d. “Philadelphia” states that “the ministry 
in the Christian church are called out of the 
world and employed by the Almighty God alone 
to discharge the duties of the ministerial of- 
fice.”” Suppose we receive this doctrine, as it 
is stated, without limitation, does it follow, as 
a necessary consequence that, ‘the ministry 
alone are to exercise ecclesiastical discipline in 
the Christian church?’ This is the conclusion 
of ‘Philadelphia!’ The reasoning of the former 
Roman Catholics was nearly as good, and much 
more effective. “Since Rome was the natural 
mistress of all the universe, and St. Peter was 
the bishop of Rome, and the Pope the succes- 
sor of St. Peter, he was charged with the power 
of God upon earth, the vicar of Jesus Christ, the 
ruler of the kings of the earth.” But “Phila- 
delphia would take charge of only one of the 
swords of the Pope; he would only rale the 
church! Exceedingly modest he certainly is! 
And how much obliged to him should we be. 
He would only exercise ecclesiastical discipline, 
independently of the church! Whata comely 
Methodist Protestant! Would he not flourish 
best under a pure Italian sky! Hear him again: 
‘The ministerial character is aggressive in its 
nature, and the true minister must fulfil all his 
duties (in a certain sense) independent of the 
call, concurrence, or engagement of the peo- 
ple.” Ah! how aggressive is the ministerial 
character:—‘‘the ministry alone are to exercise 
ecclesiastical discipline in the Christian church”’ 
—let every heretic hold fast to. his ears, and 
speedily have his head insured. The Popes 
are coming! Of this there can be no doubt in 
any reasoning animal; for, ‘‘Philadelphia” next 
assures us—and who can but believe the testi- 
mony—‘'The ministry are placed over the daily 
by the Great Head of the. church.” And, “‘all 
ministers in the Christian church are equal in 
office.’ Again, ‘the ministers of the Gospel 
are to be accountable to God only for the faith-- 
- ful discharge of their official duty.” How many 
' blessed successors has the Roman Pontiff to the 
parts of his dominions which he has unfortu- 
rately lost! Well might St. James fear many 
masters. No marvel that the constitution 
and disclpline of the Metliodist Protestant 
church” is not strictly conformable to the holy 
Scriptures—which none can deny”—seeing as 
how they are opposed to the bare faced asser- 
tions of your correspondent, and who has as- 
sumed the name of a city which wholly disa- 
vows, I am confident, some of the doctrines he 
has advanced. A Supscriser. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Bloomfield, August 23, 1833. 


prejudices of many; and I think it too personal 
to suffer’ it to pass by unnoticed. You will 
therefore confer a favor on me to give the few re- 
marks below a place in the Protestant, with such 
corrections as may be necessary for the press. 
Yours, &c. ‘Tuomas Brown. 
Mr. John J. Harrod. 


Mr. Editor,—Allow me to make a few obser- 
vations in my own defence,in reply to an. article 
signed Moderation, in Vol. 3, No. 32. This 
gentleman has been quite panent in his re- 
marks on a letter signed T. B. No. 28. This, 
Sir, appeared in the Protestant without my 
knowledge or consent. I wrote it to Brother 
Easter, as a private communication, in perfect 
confidence, giving full vent to my feelings, as 
one friend does to another, never expecting or 
desiring a syllable of it to appear before the pub- 
lic. Bat Sir, you have given it a place in your 

eriodical, and what is the consequence? Why 
oderation is startled, and in his state of sur- 
rise takes the liberty of charging me, indirect- 
y, with erroneous sentiments, ‘‘wounding the 
feelings of my brethren,” &c. &c. Now, Sir, 
does my communication to Bro. Easter really 
merit all this censure? Certainly not. With re- 
gard to my sentiments, it will take a more pow- 
erful reasoner than Moderation to prove that 
they are erroneous. I am not disposed to de- 
preciate the talents or abilities of the ministers 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, I love and 
esteem them as brethren. But that we have 
faults and wants of a peculiar kind, are facts 
which Moderation cannot disprove. Perhaps I 


region of country. 


Does Mr. M. say, that I have wounded the 
feelings of my brethren by my communication? 
For this I am truly sorry. However, the fault 
does not lay at my door. But who are they that 
have got their feelings hurt except Moderation, 
for I am inclined to think that he stands alone. 
He says that I ought to have a sound mind and 
a converted soul. 


ter—to Christ be all the praise. 


my prudence, Moderation knows nothing, and 
therefore he should be silent. 


he tells us that he would not throw a straw in 


help them. If this be a specimen of his help, 


reflection of the intelligent and candid. 


ed purpose unalterable. 


For the 


Dear Sir,—The article signed Moderation, in 


your paper No. 32, has given me some very un- 
pleasant feelings, has served to strengthen the 


have been a Methodist Protestant as long as 
Mr. M. and know something about them in this 


Thank God, that however 
much [ may lack of the former, I have the lat- 


With regard to 
Yet after all this 


the way of those who are endeavoring to get 
young men educated for the ministry, but rather 


I am sure that it will not be very often solicited. 
There are some other tantelizing remarks in re- 
ference to the $400, which I will leave to the 


Mr. Editor,—Is it strange that some of our 
church should seem to love ignorance more than 
wisdom, that because one solitary individual 
feels it his duty to sit down and “‘intermeddle 
with knowledge” that hints, observations, pro- 
phecies and jealousies, should be created.— 
Since my views and determination have been 
partly known on the subject of Education, my 
soul has been pained, and my spirit has been 
wounded—but my trust isin God, and my avow- 


After mature deliberation, and to quiet the 
angry feelings of some, I have determined not 
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to receive any pecuniary aid from the Methodist 
Protestant Church, therefore every thing on this 
subject, in teference to myself, may forever ter- 
minate. And you will oblige me very much 
respectfully to return the ten dollars inclosed in 
a letter, dated July 14, 1833, signed E. B. H.— 
To this generous and benevolent person, I feel 
under the same obligations as though I had re- 
ceived the money. Assure him that he will ever 
have my best wishes and most fervent prayers, 
that the Giver of all good may reward him an 
hundred fold in this life, and in, the day of final 


retribution, with “well done, good and faithful 
servant.” | 


To conclude, I sincerely pray that the patrons 
of Education in our church, who feel able and 
willing to do something, may find an individnal 
whereon to bestow their kindness, more worthy 
than myself; and that those who are opposed to 
this great and good work may see their error 


and repent. Yours, &c, 
Tuomas Brown. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 
WHAT ARE THE METHODIST PROTESTANTS TO 
EXPECT? 


Having the same spirit of religion as other 
orthodox Protestants, and having in addition, 
the means of grace peculiar to the Methodists, 
the Protestant Methodists, expect to commend 
themselves by having their religion embodied in 
forms of ecclesiastical polity, which shall pro- 
mote, and not encumber, the spirit of religion. 
Now, we all know that a form of church gov- 
ernment must either be in accordance with the 
spirit of Christianity, or be more or less oppos- 
ed, or detrimental to it. If exterior forms are 
in agreement with the free spirit of religion, we 
may expect to find this spirit accomplishing its 
great objects. The spirit of religion is its own 
main-spring. But, ‘it too frequently happens 
that the clogged wheels of the machine suspend 
and render the impulse of the main-spring ir- 
regular.” Need we wonder at this? ‘It is the 
nature of man himself, who is a compound of 
soul and body closely united, which subjects all 
human institutions to a descendant duplicity.” 
Do we expect a perfect government? Where- 
fore do we so expect? Do we expect men to 
make for themselves this perfect government?— 
Is not the understanding of man himself con- 
tained in corporeal organs, through which or- 
gans only can he manifest his thoughts; but 
these organs cannot give entire and perfect free- 
dom to the exercise of his ideas, nor convey 
them, as ethereal as he conceived them. And 
yet to act and be perceptible, to be externally 
known, thought must be allied to a body, it must 
be uttered in words understood by the one who 
is to receive the ideas. The ideas are convey- 
ed in the body of words. The words must be 
plain and precisely adapted to convey the ideas, 
or the speaker may injure himself and his best 
friend. Just.so with forms of government and 
church rules, if they do not convey the spirit of 
christianity, they are so far defective and posi- 
tively injurious. | 

Shall a man who has not hitherto succeeded 
in making himself understood, become a mute’ 
for the remainder of his life, or depend only on 
signs to transmit his ideas? Nay, he will find his 
ideas cannot be known but by words. 


“But what would that religion be, what that 


government, which Sa only on simple 
ideas, which should only be a pure spirit? Ir 


« 

f 
‘ 


would not be an organized machine, capable of 
acting in the human world; it would not be a 
humah institution; nor an institution adapted 
to religion or government. Religion to operate 
on a community of individuals, must have its 
external forms; its organs of communication; a 
visible and material consistence. ; 

Now, what ought the Methodist Protestants 
to expect? They ought to expect, and to obtain, 
a form of church government, which shall bring 
them and keep them in the _ of religion; 
which shall leave religion free from bodies fore- 
ign to its spirit; which shall leave this spirit free. 

his is what we should expect. Q. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Mr. Editor,—It is expected that, as the Gen- 
eral Conference approaches, there will be pro- 
posed amendments to the Constitution and Dis- 
cipline, presented by different writers, and from 
official bodies in various parts of these United 
States. Indeed, the limited period for holding 
the first general conference, was fixed by the 
general convention expressly in view of enabling 
that body to supply as early as possible the de- 
ficiencies, and correct the errors which practice 
might point out or suggest. We were gratified 
to learn, that the Maryland Annual Conference 
had taken the subject into consideration, and 
appointed a committee to prepare and pub-} 
lish amendments for the consideration of the 
respective annual conferences, We hope the 
work of that committee will soon appear, and 
that it will meet with general approbation. 

We trust the committee will adhere as close- 
Jy as possible to the great fundamental and ele- 
ene | principles of the constitution; and, 
while they offer a few necessary corrections or 
additions to the constitution and discipline, by 
way of improvement, and of harmonising the 
body, it is devoutly desired that they introduce 
no proposition which can be made to favour 
anarchy on the one hand,.or ecclesiastical des- 
potism on the other. We started with the de- 
sign of producing an equitable, well balanced 
church government, securing to the church all 
the real benefits of an itinerant system, without 
degrading any portion of the ministry, or en- 
slaving the laity. If these great objects are not 
yet fully secured, we are of the opinion,a very few 
amendments, particularly in the constitution, 
will be sufficient to produce this desired result. 

There have been some very wild notions re- 
cently made public in the Protestant; and among 
the wildest of the wild, are those offered by the 
members of the Quarterly Conference of Guil- 
ford Circuit, North Carolina. The views of 
joes Maryland writer, over the signature ‘‘Phi- 

adelphia,”” are scarcely less exceptionable, 
though of an opposite character. The former 
drive out at once into congregationalism; and the 
latter,rises upto all the sublime heights of popery. 

Since writing the above lines we have once 
more read over the string of resolutions passed 
at the Guilford Quarterly Conference, and have 
thought it would be well to review them ina 
brief way. 

The first resolution ‘“‘approves’’ of the course 
pursued by the delegates of Guilford Circuit 
in voting for the resolution of the last North 
Carolina annual conference, which defines an 
jtinerant minister thus, ‘ ordained minister 
who shall consent to receive from the stationing 

wer of the annual conference, any amount of 
oficial labour, is thereby made an jtinerent min- 
ister in cOnstitutial sense.” 

By approving of the vote of their delegates, 
the members of the quarterly conference have 


METHODIST PROTESTAN T. 


| adopted the construction put upon the constitu- 


tion by the North. Carolina annual conference, 
in all its breadth and length, which, by the way, 
is greater than the author of the resolution him- 
self was willing to admit. According to the re- 
solution any minister who consents to preach at 
the instance of the stationing authority of the 
conference, at any one appointment in the cir- 
cuit once a month, or once in six months, or 
once ip a year, “is thereby made an itinerant 
minister in a constitutional sense,’’ and is conse- 
quently.entitled to a seat in the annual confer- 
ence, and a vote in stationing all the ministers 
and preachers, and to the pay of an itinerant 
minister; and the claim of a superannuated min- 
ister for himself, widow and orphans, if he should 
die in the itinerancy. It is fairly to be presum- 
ed that those brethren will use their best efforts 
to prevail upon the annual conference to recom- 
mend to the approaching general conference to 
change the seventh article so as to admit an 


solution. 


The second resolution declares that, ‘every 
associated church or society is of right free, and 
should consider it an imperative duty to main- 
tain that liberty,” &&c. We cheerfully admit 
that every associated church is of right free, 
as an associated church. Yet as such, she is 
under the constitution and discipline, and it is 
her imperative duty to maintain that kind of 
liberty which accords with the principles, rules, 
and regulation of those instruments; for as soon 
as she ceases to conform to these, she ceases 
to be in connexion with the Methodist Protest- 
ant church. 


Their third resolution approves of an associ- 
ation of churches, for the purposes of christian 
union and mutual aid: but in their sixth they 
contend for ‘‘the sovereignty and in dence 
of each church or society in the district,’’ with 
full power for each ‘“‘of making all rules and 
regulations necessary and proper for its own 
welfare.’ Now, here we ask, what kind of 
confederacy or association would this be? 
Would it not be congregationalism in the fullest 
meaning of the term? They indeed propose 
that nothing be done in “violation of the word of 
God, the laws of the land, and the constitution 
of the Methodist Protestant church.” Yet if 
each church or society be ‘‘sovereign and inde- 
pendent,” what power is there to check when 
the constitution is violated? © For in their fourth 
resolution they ‘‘disapprove of the grant to the 
general couference, to annul any rule or regula- 
tion of the annual conference, which that body 
may deem unscriptural or unconstitutional,” 
On the same principle those sovereign and in- 
dependent churches would deny the right of an 
annual conference to declare any of their acts 
unconstitutional, so that each would do what 
was right in its own eyes, and the constitution 
would soon become a dead letter, and the asso- 
ciation a nominal thing of no avail. 


To cap the climax, they propose in their 7th 
resolution, that the duties of the Superintendent 
be turned over to the class leaders!! And this ar- 
rangement is designed to cure two evils. Ist. 
“To destroy, at once, a contention for suprem- 
acy in thé ministry. And 2d, To destroy the 
subjugation of the circuits to the official con- 
trol of the annual conference.” Most sapient 
proposal! Ifthis is not worthy of the wise 
heads of Gotham, we know not what is. It is, 
hoped, however, that the North Carolina an- 
nual conference will enter into the subject with 


more deliberation and temper, than is: here 


arrangement in accordance with the above re-| 


manifested; and recommend to the general con- 
ference something more congenial with the 
genius of our institutions than the string of re- 
solutions passed at the Guilford quarterly con- 
ference. Peter. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—In reading over the 32d No. of 
the Protestant, my attention was immediately 
drawn to a piece signed by my much esteemed 
friend and brother, W. H.Comann. So soon 
as I saw his name attached to the communica- 
tion, I expected to have seen something of a 
cheering nature, and immediately commenced 
a perusal of the paper.. Imagine my astonish- 
ment when, instead of the cheering intelligence 
expected, I saw a disposition manifested to give 
up the ship for lost, and an exhortation to us 
to throw ourselves as a last resort, upon what 
he terms ‘‘a remediable feature which is in the 
range of our privileges.” | 

his brother enquires ‘‘By what means have 
unstationed men become unworthy of the con- 
fidence of their brethren?’ We have yet to 
learn that they are unworthy the confidence of 
their brethren. What has been done by the 
“brethren,” which goes to show that their con- 
fidence in the unstationed ministers is weaken- 
ed? Have they been denied the privilege of 
exercising their ministerial functions whenever 
they could get a congregation? We have not 
heard of it. Have the “brethren” closed the 
meeting-houses against them? We have not 
heard of it. Then what has been done by the 
“brethren” which has given us the slightest 
roof that our confidence in them is decreasing? 
n some districts “confidence” in them is such 
that every one takes a seat in the annual con- 
ference under the simple term of “extra minis- 
terial aid’? They have assisted in stationing 
the travelling itinerants; and in one state they 
have passed a resolution, making them itiner- 
ants in a constitutional sense, provided they 
‘will consent to receive any amount of official 
labor from the stationing authority of the confer- 
ence. They are members in the quarterly 
meeting conferences, where they have it in 
their power to make such regulations for the © 
circuit as they may think proper; so that they 
are in accordance with the constitution; and 
the travelling itinerant has to act in accordance 
with those regulations. And in those districts 
where the number of travelling itinerants are 
sufficient to form a conference alone, our un- 
stationed ministers are not unfrequently elected 
as delegates, as brother Comann well knows. | 
And this is not all, the annual conference pre- 
ceding the general conference they have their 
separate delegate there, without a layman to 
counterbalance him. _ For the life of me, I can- 
not'see this wantof “‘confidence”’ of which the 
brother speaks; and upon more mature reflec- 
tion, I am persuaded the brother will not see it 
himself, though we acknowledge the keen pen- 
etration of his eye. ! 

He says, ‘‘in this distinction then,” I would 
ask what distinction does the brother allude to? 
We can’t see every ‘distinction’ of conse- 
quence; and what.there is appeere to be in favor 
of the unstationed brother. This ‘‘distinction”’ 
must have originated in brother Comann’s own 
imagination; for we know it to be vastly imagin- 
ary. ‘But this is not the only cause.” “But 
this,” what the distinction spoken of}; or the 
want of confidence in the unstattioned ministers? 
I should really have been glad that the other 
causes had been mentioned; for I think there is 
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no just ground of complaint with the unstationed 
ministers in the causes related above. (There is 
a distinction in this particular:—the unstationed 
minister enjoys the happy privilege of staying 
at home with his family if he chooses: while, 
on the other hand, if he chooses, he can join 
himself to the hard fortune of those who travel 
extensively, and undergo the same-hardships 
that the itinerant does.) ‘You, sir, may modi- 
fy yourrules, &c. and still there will be a want 
of tranquillity.” 

I am truly sorry to find this sentiment in 
print, particularly when it emanates from such a 
respectable source. If it had been uttered by 
some aspiring, ambitious, visionary brain, I 
should not have startled at it; but coming as it 
does, from a man of such stern integrity, and 
unyielding firmness, I am astonished. Do you, 
brother Comann, mean to say that there is a 
disaffected party in our church that are deter- 
mined not to be satisfied? If you did, we wish 
you had named them, so that we might have 
known upon whom to let fall our censure.” 
My dear brother, who are they that have so lit- 
tle religion and charity, as not to be satisfied 
with no arrangement? Is it the laity? Is it the 
itinerants? Or is it the ‘unstationed ministers? 
[ am persuaded that neither party will be willing 
to mae the assertion. Do you not 
know that we have been charged with being an 
aspiring, ambitious, discontented sect? We 
have. And are you willing at the moment we 
are prompted onward by a propitious gale from 
heaven, to come out with your additional testi- 
mony, and say that we are such a set of restless 
spirits, that no human regulation will bring about 
“tranquillity?” I had rather that assertion had 
dropped from the lips of fifty old side bishops, 
than from your pen. And is it possible that we 
have so little of that charity “which endureth 
all things,”’ mentioned by an apostle, that we 
cannot be satisfied with brotherly equality? It 
is true, some parts of our system could be alter- 
ed for the better: but then have we got so little 
patience that we cannot wait nine months till 
the general conference assembles? Surely if 
we bear the least resemblance to that great man 
of patience, Job, we can and will wait with 
pleasure until an amicable adjustment of griev- 
ances shall be entered into at the approaching 
general conference. Be patient, my good bro. 
Comann, I beseech you, for God’s sake and 
the sake of the church. 


We must not “take the liberty of judging 
from the writers in our paper,’”’ for some of 
them have written intemperately: some have 
written as if it was necessary to use arguments, 
and as if they thought our periodical was simply 
an arena for the exhibition of satire and sarcasm: 
but because a few writers have thus written, 
does that prove to demonstration that the great 
majority who have more judgment cannot gov- 
ern ourselves? Certainly not. As it regards 
the Jews and Moses, I would just remark, that 
we are not Jews, nor have we any Moses. If 
we were on a pilgrimage journey through any 
wilderness, and.we had any mau holy enough’ 
to commune with God face to face, | think it 
very probable that the regulations of Deity 
would be more perfect than the regulations of 
men. But notwithstanding the Jaw given by 
Moses emanated from God, many of them (the 
Jews) rebelled and were punished accordingly. 
There were some then that could not be pleas- 
ed, noteven by God; and there are still some 
that cannot be suited, though God should raise 
another Moses and give another law. | 


“Flas not Jesus Christ 
rules?’ [ answer, yes. But then that is not 
sufficient to govern a church. Christ has said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and thy neighbor as thyself; and has assured 
us that upon these two hang all the law and 
the prophets. The two commandments of 
Christ if attended to, would have been sufficient 
for the salvation of the human family; but still 


| Christ goes on to give others, founded upon 


these two, which are considered and said to be 
the foundation of the whole Christian fabric. 
He has laid down the fundamental principles 
of church government in the New Testament; 
and we must make our regulations in accord- 
ance with the great principles laid down; and 
not suppose because he has not “specially 
authorized this or that one to make a church 
government, that it is nottobedone. We had 
just as well say, sweep away all our civil laws, 
because there ate afew that do not coincide with 
them, and say there is sufficiency of laws laid 
down in Moses’ decalogue, and that God no 
where commanded a congress to assemble. He 
(God) has said, “Thou shalt not kill, and thou 
shalt not steal,” &c. and this is amply sufficient. 
God appointed Moses as a law-giver; but he 
does not say that there shall be no more after 
Moses dies. Christ had his men to carry into 
execution his design, but because he did not 
appoint others by name to succeed them, I 
suppose we are not to do it. I believe we 
have a right, and that Jesus Christ intended for 
us to form ourselves into voluntary associations, 
and make rules and regulations such as shall 
suit our local situation, provided those rules 
and regulations agree, and are based upon the 
fundamental principles He (Christ) himself laid 
down in the New Testament. Any human 
regulations that do in any wise contravene the 
law of God, I say banish instantly, spurn them 
from our code, as something that is deadly 
poison to the cause of Christianity and equality. 


Now let us examine this ‘‘remediable feature 
which is within the range of our privileges.”’ It 
is to lay aside every human rule and regulation 
as it regards church government, and subscribe 
to the Bible. This is truly excellent as far as it 
goes. ‘I'he ten commandments are truly excel- 
lent, and should be implicitly obeyed. When 
this 1s done, I suppose “tranquillity” will unfurl 
her golden pinions and overshadow the earth. 
When this is done, one sect will no longer ‘‘be 
arrayed against another;” and those unfriendly 
feelings will cease to he exhibited towards each 
other. Why will this be done? Because all 
‘men understand the Bible exactly alike, and 
they can’t aconstitution. Is thisthe fact? Do 
all men understand the Bible alike? No, If 
they did, the brother's suggestion would be fine 
indeed. Do we not know that a difference of 
opinion about the Bible has created more un- 
friendly feelings than every human constitution 
ever invented? Why is it that professors can- 
not commune at the table of the Lord together? 
—Difference of opinion about the Bible. Why 
is it that some go down into the water to receive 
baptism, while others think sprinkling sufficient? 
— Difference of — about the Bible. One 
man believes in election and reprobation, ano- 
ther in universal salvation, one in trinity and 
another not, &c. &c. These differences re- 
gard or have reference to the essentials. Then 
would there not be an endless variety of opin- 
ions as it regards the lesser duties of the Bible? 


Seeing these facts, are we persuaded to adopt 


given us a system of | 


an instrument about which there is so much 
contention to restore ‘tranquillity?’ Suppose, 
for instance, we were to do as the brother sug- 
gests, take the Bible alone. Was there ever 
such confusion heard of. No Moses to execute, 
every man belieyes for himself, and thinks the 
Bible bears him out in it; God not having ap- 
pointed a man, there is no one to execute this 
heavenly discipline; ‘‘for what's every 
business, po one attends to,” and in a lit- 
tle time we should have nothing but confu- 
sion, and as many sects and expositors of the 
Bible as there are men. 

‘Then we shall have equality in the minis- 
try.” When? When the Bible is adopted as 
the only rule of action as to church government. 
[ suppose that will be so, all voluntary associ- 
ations having been previously done away, every 
minister equal to himself, each carrying on a 
separate business of his own, no one can get 
over him. There is great equality in the brute 
creation, and so there would be in our church, 
when every man acted for himself; if there was 
not, it would be his own fault. | 

Still we ‘‘could have annual conferences and 
general conferences.’ I don’t know. by what 
authority. The New Testament says nothing of 
such conferences. ‘‘When laborers are to be 
appointed,” &c. Who is to appoint these la- 
borers? Does not the word ‘appoint’ sound 
something like there was a superiority? It cer- 
tainly does. Has any man authority from Christ 
to make these appointments? 

Mr. Editot,—I am tired of writing, and the 
more I write, the less I like brother Comann’s 
plan. As you have had various _— suggest- 
ed, I beg leave to suggest one. t us all live 
more godly in Christ Jesus: let us try and get 
on hand a sufficient stock of virtue to enable us 
to render unto Cesar the things that be Casar’s, 
and to our brother the things that be our bro- 
ther’s. Let us have charity which beareth all 
things, endureth all things, and hopeth all 
things, without which all is a sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal. Let us be more impor- 
tunate for the salvation of sinners than we are- 
for honors and preferments, and seats in the 
highest places; let us seat ourselves in the 
most humble seat; then, when the master of the 
house comes, He will say, “come up higher;”’ 
this is better than all the preferments which man 
bestows. ‘He that will be great amongst you, 
let him be the servant of all.” Let us wait 
with patience till the general conference sits, 
and instruct her:to make such alterations as are 
necessary. I am a Constitution man; let us go 
by the Constitution till it is altered, and after it 
is altered let us go by it still, if itdoes not come 
in contact with the law of God. If Rome fall, 
[ am clear: if we shipwreck, by the grace of 
God I am determined to be found standing 
upon and sinking with the last fragment of the 
wreck. One more word to brather Comann; 
‘Let brotherly love continue” between yourself 
and your brother. Vox Popvut, 

Halifax, N. C. August 23, 1833, 


Mr. Editor,—Please insert this query in your 
paper.— Where is the lay delegate to come from 
that is to balance the missionary jn, the annual 
conferences? * 


Some look unto Christ with Godly sorrow: 
gratitude, love, and a purpose of obedience? 
some, with horrid presumption, and the deceit- 
fulness of a desperately wicked heart, to make 
him a cover fur Carnal indulgence: the gener 


ality with great coldness and indifference. 
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me For the Methodist Protestant. 

Dear Brother,—Having returned from a short 
journey in the country, I eagerly took up the 
ethodist Protestant, hoping to feast my ‘soul 
On some interesting intelligence respecting our 
Zion. The first that attracted my eye wasa 
communication from an Itinerating minister, who 
signs himself Moderation. I can assure you my 
feelings were deeply wounded, and I will ex- 
lain to you why.—The piece referred to by 
oderation, it seems, was a private letter to 
bro. Easter, from a young brother, who says “‘his 
soul is absorbed in the pursuit of knowledge, 
that he feels an insatiable thirst for it, that it 1s 
his supreme desire to glorify his Creator’’—that 
he has asked the “Lord what he would have him 
to doeand after a calm, sober and prayerful re- 
flection, has come to the conclusion not to en- 
ter precipitately into. battle, but wait until he is 
thoroughly equipped for a-glorious war.”"— 
Though it came by a brother | highly esteem, it 
made no impression on my mind till I read the 
letter myself; the appeals he made to his breth- 
ren, and the way he made‘them, took quite hold 
of my feelings, I laid the paper aside from the 
rest—I had many desires to forward my mite,for 
(I thought) so laudable a purpose. When I 
read E. B. H’s. letter in No. 30 of the Metho- 
dist Protestant, | said, well my brother has out 
done me, while I halted, he has done his duty, 
he fully expressed my feelings on T. B’s. letter, 
Who this young brother is I know not, no doubt 
hundreds of miles separate us. But I say with 


my brother, ‘his spirit is all I want to satisfy me.’ } 


Our bro. Moderation states, “he would not 
throw a single straw in the way of those breth- 
ren who are endeavoring to have young men 
educated for the ministry; that he would rather 
help them in the good work.” I am truly sorry 
his piece ever met the public eye, as I fear it is 
calculated to discourage, not only our young 
brother, but some who would aid, in trying to 
assist young preachers to an education. It has 
been a source of regret to many churches, that 
so few who profess to be called to preach the 
gospel, feel so little interest in the improvement 
of their minds. That a man cannot be an effi- 
cient minister except he receive what is termed 
a classical education, I do not believe—I think 
he is the most efficient minister who is the most 
wise in winning souls to Christ; all the human 
learning and power combined, cannot bring a 
single sinner to the foot of the cross. A min- 
ister may be seduced from ‘Christ crucified”’ by 
an immoderate desire of human science, but 
when we find the human mind thirsting for 
knowledge of any kind, shall we not encourage 
it. ‘I believe it is a gift,’ and when the noblest 
attainments to which the mind is capable of re- 
ceiving, are laid at the foot of the cross, and 
like Paul, the soul is ‘‘determined to know noth- 
ing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” then 
every thing else is lost sight of in one grand ef- 
fort to break up the dominion of sin. If we al- 
low ourselves time for reflection, and duly weigh 
the whole matter, I believe all will unite, that 
Jearning is an assistant to the man, whose heart 
is thus sanctified to God. The whole system 
of religion is constructed on the principle of 
adaptation between means and ends. It says, 
‘ay hands suddenly on no man” but let a teach- 
er of divine truth be thoroughly furnished, and 
go forth in the great work with the whole armor 
of God upon him. A knowledge of the whole sys- 
tem of divinity, and the scriptures, is certainly 
more requisite in a public speaker than a private 
christian, when we take into consideration the 
nature of prevailing errors, their numbers, and 
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extent, the literary character of their advocates, 
and the zeal with which they carry on the war 
against the precious doctrine of our holy reli- 
gion, both from the pulpit and the press. We 


iknow “‘it is not by might nor power, but by the 


Spirit of the Lord” that error is subverted; yet 
God discovers to his creatures his wisdom in 
adapting the instruments he employs to the 
ends he aims at. God says, under the law “my 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge, be- 
cause thou hast rejected knowledge I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no more priest to 
me.’ ‘For the priest’s lips should keep know- 
ledge, and they should seek the law of his 
mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.”’ ‘And I will give you pastors accord- 
ing to mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding.’ If under the 
law the priests were required to be holy men, 
understanding the dispensation they were un- 
der, so as to explain it to the people; is it not 
necessary under the dispensation of Grace,com- 
mitted to men, that they be pious, devoted and 
intelligent, able to put to silence gain-sayers? 


Dr. Adam Clarke, in his exposition on the 
third chap. of 2 Timothy says, ‘a preacher of 
the gospel should be aman of the soundest 
sense, the most cultivated mind, the most ex- 
tensive experience; one who is deeply taught of 
God; and one who has deeply studied man; one 
who had prayed much, read much, and studied 
much; one who takes up his work as from God, 
does it as before God, and refers all to the glory 
of God; one who abides under the inspiration 
of the Almighty, and who has hidden the word 
of God in his heart, that he might not sin against 
Him.” 

And again, Paul’s advice to Timothy to “give 
attendance to reading’ fourth chap. first book. 
Clarke has these notes: ‘‘At present,the truth of 
God is not only to be proclaimed, but defend- 
ed; and many customs and manners, and forms 
of speech, which are to us obsolete, must be 
explained from writings of the ancients, and par- 
ticularly from the works of those who lived 
about the same times, or nearest to them, and in 
the same, or contiguous counties. This will re- 
quire the knowledge of those languages in 
which those works have been composed; the 
chief of which is Hebrew and Greek, the lan- 
guages in which the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments have been originally writ- 
ten. Latin is certainly of the next consequence; 
a language in which some of the most early 
comments have been written; and itis worth the 
trouble of being learned, were it only for the 
sake of the work of St. Jerome, who translated 
and wrote a commentary on the whole of the 
Scriptures.” 


I hope that none of my remarks will wound 
the feelings of any of my brethren, for I assure 
you it would grieve me, in any way to cast the 
least reflection on those of our dear brethren, 
who are engaged in defending the walls of Zion; 
who are willing to lose their lives, to win Christ, 
and save souls. I would rather say go on my 
brethren, in the good work, and the Lord bless 
and prosper you, and make you valiant for the 
truth—blessed be God for the preaching of the 
gospel, ithas been made the power of God unto 
salvation, to millions now rejoicing before the 
throne, and millions on their way, and may we 
not expect millions yet unborn are to experience 
its saving consequences. Qh then ye faithful 
servants of the Most High, be encouraged, 


though laboring in the cause of Christian liber- 
ty, your trials have been very peculiar,and your 


‘success not so great as you could wish, yet re- 


member if you do not live to witness all the 
blessed effects that will probably rise from your 
endeavors, when your eyes are closed in death, 
and you rest from your !abors, your happy spirits 
may be permitted. to behold the consequences 
resulting from your toils and sufferings here be- 
‘low; generations yet unborn may rise, and call 
you blessed; and when the names of heroes and 
warriors shall have sunk into oblivion, your 
memory will be embalmed in the hearts of thous- 
ands. The effects of your zeal in the cause of 
truth, will not I trust be confined to this part of 
the world in which we dwell, the string you 
touch will vibrate to the other side of the globe, 
and reach from earth to heaven. If you were 
to give eyes to the literally blind, you would 
confer a great favor; but to be instrumental of 
opening the eyes of the understanding, is con- 
ferring a far greater blessing; the eyes of the un- 
derstanding when opened can see spiritual and 
eternal things, nor is it a momentary glance, 


they can gaze on the beautific visions of God 
forever and ever. 


“Oh, how divine, how sweet*the joy, 
When but one sinner turns, 

And with an humble, broken heart, 
His sins and errors mourns. 


Pleas’d with thé news the saints below, 
In songs their tongues employ; 
Beyond the skies the tidings go, 
And heaven is fill’d with joy. . 


Nor angels can their joys contain, 
But kindle with new fire; 
‘The sinner lost, is found’ they sing, 
And strike the sounding lyre.”’"— 
Meth. Prot. Church Collection, page 157. 


A Patron. 


From the Standard. 
THE SINNER’S STAY. 


The priest first asked the sick man this ques- 
tion: ‘‘Do you believe that you deserve con- 
demnation?’’ Then this second: “Is it your 
desire to lead a new life?” The sick person 
having answered these in the affirmative, the 
priest added: ‘Do you believe, that without [an 
interest in} the death of Curist, your soul can- 
not be saved?’ “Yes,” replied the sick person. 
“Very well; while there remains to thee the 
breath of life, establish thy confidence on this 
death only; rejecting every other stay, lean en- 
tirely and solely on this death; cast thyself upon 
it wholly; let it cover thee wholly; let it wholly 
wrap thee round. If the Lord has a mind to 
judge thee, tell him: ‘Lord, I put the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ between thy judgment 
and me; if not permitted to do this, I decline 
gy into reckoning with thee.’ If he say to 
thee, “Thou art a ‘sinner,’ reply: ‘I place the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ between my sins 
and thee.’ If he say to thee, ‘Thou deservest 
condemnation,’ do thou cry: ‘Lord,let the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ come between my guilt 
and Thee! and let his perfect merits take the 
place of the righteousness I should have, but 
which I have not.’ And if he still insist, and 
tell thee, ‘1 am angry with thee,’ say no more to 
him than these words: ‘Lord, let the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ interpose between thy 
wrath and me!’ ’—Anselm, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, in the 11th century. 


Is there any thing in my heart or life displeas- 


ing to God? The question must be answered. 
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ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN 
SAVANNAH. 


(Concluded from page 287.) | 
To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review. 


At first but few came to hear the word; but 
Russell in the complicated scenes through 
which he had to pass never forgot the object of 
his mission. He would preach Christ whether 
to one or to scores. Whether on the river, in 
the swamp, rice fields,* street, hut, parlor, or 
church. In the meantime, among the neglected 
sick, he met with a welcome reception. ‘Thus 
he went forth ‘weeping, bearing precious seed.’ 
Such a missionary could not labor in vain. At 
times his hearers were considered objects of 
sport by the rabble, and others. But at notime 
have the Methodists in Savannah enjoyed bet- 
ter days than the little band of that day. To 
the names mentioned in the sketch, recorded 
in the Methodist Magazine of 1821, may be 
added. Mrs. Mary Becu, who was the first 
brought to the knowledge of the truth under the 
Methodist ministry of whom we have any ac- 
count. God honored the labors of the Rev. 
Jas. H. Mellard herein. Her change of heart 
was remarkable, and could not be doubted by 
any of the pious with whom she conversed. She 
died in peace. 

York Minis, a black man from Georgetown, 
S.C. deserves notice. He contributed eight 
dollars to aid the building, and loaned his quarto 
family Bible for service in the pulpit, until the 
church could procure one. His piety was un- 
doubted by all who were acquainted with him. 
His master, an Israelite of the old stock, relates 
a number of anecdotes highly honorable to his 
character asa pious man. He died in peace. 


Thus the foundation of the Methodist Epis- 
copa! church in Savannah was laid. In less 
thar three years, the building which cost nearly 
$4500, was finished, and out of debt. At the 
end of this year (1812) the names of twenty- 
seven whites and twenty-five blacks were re- 
turned as in society. The number in society 
from that time to 1820 ranged between forty-six 
whites and one hundred and forty-seven color- 
ed. But still they appeared little known and 


* An occurrence took place about this time 
which may serve’as a specimen both of his zeal 
and the state of feeling which then existed. An 
overseer on the Carolina side of Savannah river, 
who had known Russell in time past, on his 
death bed sent for him. He went, and became 
the instrument in bringing him to the knowledge 
of the truth. In his last moments he was able 
to triumph over death. Sometime after his 
widow was tzken ill and wished to see Russell. 
The presiding elder was thenin town. In the 
evening he invited him to go over the river 
with him to see her. On their approach they 
found A—er—m the proprietor had just arrived. 
They thought they saw in his countenance a 
gathering thunder gust.—The pastoral duties 
were performed forthwith; and they retired to 
give place for his philosophy to set his mind 
even. The walk was on a long dam; it was a 
still, pleasant moonshine; but all would not do; 
the storm bursted, and he advanced in quick 
paces, attended by two or three negro men in 
the reer,—uttering threats and imprecations in 
quick succession. However, on his arrival at 
the river’s brink, they had embarked in their 
canoe. He closed his oration by promising 
that, on their next visit, he would make them 
sound tho bottom of Savannah river. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


little noticed. In 1819 the Rev. Wm. Capers 
was stationed there. Though large eongrega- 
tions attended, very little visible effect appeared. 
But all that Methodism asks is to give it a fair 
and impartial hearing. Numbers began to con- 
clude, it might, perhaps, be no degradation to 
step into a Methodist church occasionally on a 
pleasant evening. And in 1820 the. Almighty, 
in the dispensation of his providence, sent a 
rod. A disorder called the black vomit pre- 
vailed at thistime. This spoke loud and deep. 
It forced its way to the heart. Many fled, and 
took refuge where they could find one. It re- 
quired more than ordinary courage, even in a 
minister, to stand by his dying flock, and offer 
to them the words of eternal life in their expir- 
ing moments. Capers undaunted stood at his 
post. At allhours of the day and of the night 
he obeyed the calls of the sick and of the dying. 
Religion and eternity were subjects of para- 
mount concern. Nor were the calls on him 
confined to the members of his own flock or 
congregation. The celebrated Dr. Henry Kol- 
lock had lately been called to his reward in 
heaven. In his latter days he and Capers 
formed a friendship such as Christian ministers 
ought to have. In his death they remained 
united. His mourning congregation felt the 
influence,—and their calls mingled with those 
of his own charge, and his services were ren- 
dered with equal promptitude. In short his 
heart was free to serve all the city. While the 
present generation lasts will the year 1820 be 
remembered with emotions of gratitude. Many 
came to hear the word, and were astonished to 
find true Methodism to be no other than rational 
and Scriptural Christianity. The year closed 
with alively prospect of better days. In 1821 
the Rev. John Howard was stationed in the city. 
The house was crowded to overflowing, so that 
it was forthwith enlarged twenty feet in length. 


To the wicked, he proved the son of thunder— 


to the penitent, the son of consolation. Many 


reformed and joined the church: other churches 
In a letter 


shared in the benefit of his labors. 
under date of the 2lst of August in that year, 
he thus writes:—‘At our last love-feast there 
were an unusual number of tickets issued. At 
the close of this ever-to-be-remembered love- 
feast, an offer was made to receive members, 
when, to our utter astonishment, twenty-one 
persons came forward and offered themselves as 
candidates for membership in our church;’ and 
he added that ‘one hundred and thirty-one had 
been added since March preceding,’ This may 
be considered a new era in Methodism at Sa- 
vannah. He was succeeded the two following 
years by the Rev. James O. Andrew, now bishop 
of the church, who, ‘when he saw the grace of 
God was glad, and exhorted them all that with 
urpose of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord.’ In 1823 the first, and, as yet, the only 
annual conference, was held here. It should 
be noticed, also, that at this conference com- 
menced a smal] society for the education of the 
children of travelling preachers-of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church of the Georgia confer- 
ence, then entitled “The Union School Society,’ 
from the circumstance of the Union Society 
generously granting the conference the privilege 
of holding its session in their hall. This society, 
for want of energy in its officers, has hitherto 
moved on but slowly, and has not been able to 
make any appropriations. 


From 1821 to 1831 the number in society has 
ranged between two hundred and seventy and 


three hundred and ninety. During this space 


of time, its history has.gone on in amore regu- 
lar channel, and mingled with thos@ throughout 
the United States and Territories. In fine, it 
may be remarked, that. the spirituality of the 
church is now in more danger, by being noticed 
too much than too little by the community at 
large, but by a Scriptural and spiritual ministry, 
and a regular and, steady discipline, accompa- 
nied by the blessing of God, it promises to con- 
tinue here as long as in any city in the Union. 
Thus in these pages it has been attempted to 
show how Methodism in Savannah was not— 
was—and is. 


THE HIDDEN BVIL OF THE HEART. 


“There are many outward temptations and 
provocations, which befal men, and excite or 
stirthem up to evil. These, however, do but 
open the vessel, and let out what is laid up and 
stored init. The root, the rise, the spring of 
all these things is in the heart. Temptations and 
occasions put nothing into a man, but only draw 
out what was in him before.” —Presbyterian. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, in St. Michael's, on Sunday, the 26th 
of August, in the 65th year of her age, Mrs. 
Mary Hanna, relict of the late Rev. Thomas 
Hanna, unstationed minister of that place. 


To record the ravages of death is at all times 
painful, but particularly so in the present dis- 
pensation of providence, which has deprived our 
social and religious circle of a highly useful and 
ornamental member. 


The subject of this memoir was born in the 
city of Baltumore, and embraced the of 
Jesus in the 18th year of her age, adorning the 
doctrines she professed undeviatingly through a 
life of continued bodily affliction, yet she mur- 
murred not; knowing that “those whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth.’’ For more than 40 
years her house has been the delightful home 
and resort of the heralds of the pel, and 
they traly found in her ‘a mother in Israel.’ To 
the poor her bounty was proverbial; although in 
accordance with the command of the Gospel, 
she sought to conceal it. Sorrow and want 
never heard from her lips, ‘‘depart, be ye warm- 
ed and filled;”’ but even beyond what her means 
warranted did she freely give: nor did she await 
the timid calls of suffering merit, but sought 
them from the abodes of poverty and distress. 


In her last trying conflict with dissolving na- 
ture, she manifested the grace that had sustained 
her through life to be sufficient to enable her to 
walk through the ‘dark valley and shadow of 
death, and fear no evil.” Being visited by an 
unstationed minister of the village, she told 
him that not a cloud intercepted her heavenly 

rospects; that her way was clear to everlasting 
bliss; and on another occasion cried out in ecstasy 
“glory, glory!”’ and shortly after breathed: her 
last, as one fallen asleep.—This being the end 
of her who lived beloved, and respected by all 
who knew her worth, we sorrow not as those 
who have no hope; being.assured that her suf- 
fering life is exchanged for one of eternal bliss: 
and ardently do we wish for ourselves to put in 
practise the mandate which formed the subject 
of an appropriate and soul-awakening discourse 
by brother Collier, on the solemn occasion. ‘‘Be 
ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son’of man cometh.” 


St. Michael's, August 30, 1833. 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1833. 


We publish in the present number so much of the Re- 
port of the Committee appointed by the late Maryland 
Annual Conference, as relates to proposed amendments 
of the Constitution, which we hope every Methodist 
Protestant will attentively examine; and, that each an- 
nual conference will take up the subject, and approve or 
reject such parts of the report as may meet their appro- 
bation or disapprobation. The committee have labored 
faithfully in the business assigned them,and no doubt with 
a sincere desire to improve our church constitution, in 
view of the harmony and prosperity of the whole church. 

That part of the report which relates to amendments 
in the Discipline, is in an advanced state of preparation, 
and will appear very ‘shortly. 


Is there not a great deficiency amongst our members 
in attending punctually on the ministry of the word of 
Life—class-meetings—prayer-meetings, and the supper 
of the Lord? And do not the hands of the preachers 
hang down and their hearts grow sad very frequently 
from this reprehensible neglect of gospel means and or- 
dinances? Answer to thy God. In the day of eternity 
shaJl we not feel reproach that we have been neglecters 
of the great salvation? “It is too wet”—*too cold” — 
“too hot”—"‘too fer,” and a score of other similar ex- 
cuses are put in plea against the Divine command.— 
“Forsake not the assembling (regularly) of yourselves 
as the manner of some is.” Will not many of us hear 


“thou wicked and slothful servant depart into outer dark- 
ness.” 


A spirit of emulation is pervading the churches gen- 
erally, and although there is some strife yet so that 
Christ crusified be preached successfully, and sinners 
saved, we do and will rejoice. 

Would there were a more sweet and affectionate dis- 
position in all the churches. More zeal for God and the 
salvation of men, and less sectarian bigotry. 


We earnestly and affectionately solicit the aid of our 
Annual Conference to promote the circulation and sale 
of the Books issued and issuing by the Agent, whose per- 
sonal responsibilities are great. He assures them their 
assistance is indispensably necessary. 


Each succeeding account from our Camp-meetings is 


replete with interest—that from Rev. Dr. Jacob Jen-| 


nings, in the present number, will be read with much 
pleasure. 

We are glad to learn that there is a spirit stirring in- 
terest manifested in favor of protracted meetings—these 
should follow the camp-meetings as-early as possible,and 
have the attendance of our members and ministers 
generally. 


Our friends in every place who stand indebted to us 
for either this paper or books, are earnestly requested to 
remit their balances forthwith, per -mail, to the Book 
Agent, at his risk. It is hoped that each will feel it a 
pleasure in being prompt to beep the Church Book busi- 


POETRY. 


THE CHRISTIAN. 


Shine on, thou bright sun, in yon summer-tinged sky, 
And blow on, thou balmy gale: 
But thou canst not give joy to this sunken eye, 
Nor bloom to this cheek so pale; 
The primrose is lifting its golden head, 
The linnet spreads his wing: 
-But delight with the moments of youth is fled; 
The heart knows no second auke 


Time was—’twas a feeling too sweet to last— 
When the present was all to me; 

When no fear of the future, no pang of the past, 
O’ershow’d the day of glee: 

When the whole wide world was a dream of youth; 
When the thought of deceit was unknown; 


‘Twas a vision—the vision is gone! 


But, O thou Spirit of love and power, 
. Creator, Father, all! 

Was the heart but made like the morning flower, 
To breath, and to bloom, and to fall? 

Oh why is our life a weary thing, 
Why pleasure the parent a 

Why friendship a vapour,a bird on the wing, 
Why all but the sepulchre vain? 


’Tis in mercy, thou spirit of love and power! 
To tell us our home is not here; 
That life has a brighter and loftier bower 
Than this vale of the sigh and the tear; 
That earth's but the passage, the grave-but the gate, 
Which shows, when our travel is done, 
Where the sons of the stars in their glory await 
To lead the redeem'd to the throne. 


Mf. E. Beaufort. 


DEATH OF A CHRISTIAN. 
Calm on the bosom of thy God, 
Fair spirit! rest thee now! 
Even while with ours thy footsteps trod, 
His seal was on thy brow. 


Dust to its narrow house beneath! 
Soul, to its place on high! 
They that have seen thy look in death, 
No more may fear to die. Mrs. Hemans. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Remittances on account of Third Volume. 


Thomas Ward. By C. H. Hines, for Lemuel Pope,for 
1832—33. Noble Hurdle. 


Receipts for Books—gratefully recorded. 

Alexander Allbright, $10.00 
Benjamin Dulaney, 20 00 | 
Augustus Webster, 15.00 
Joha G, Wilson, 10.00 
Adjet McGuire, 15.00 


Books forwarded to the following persons, viz: 

Isaac Webster, Frederick Co. care of Ai Barney,New 
Market, Md. one box. Avra Melvin, Newtown, Wor- 
cester Co. Md. one box. Benjamin Dulaney, Norrisville, 
Wilcox Co. care of. Jeremiah Austin, Mobile, Alabama, 
care of Samuel Wood and Sons, New York, one box.— 
John Hursh, Cambridge, Guernsey Co. Obio,] box. J. G. 
Wilson, care of K. 8. Cropper, Chesapeake City, Md. 
one package. Lewis F. Cosby, care of 
folk, Va. one box. 

Letters Received. 
A. H. Atherton, James Doherty, J. P. Webb, W. H. 
Stockton, W. Harper, Jr. W. B. Evans, W. H. Bordley, 


Henkle and Stacy, Thomas Sarchet, Thomas Mclbzar, 
and David Sarchet. ‘‘Vox Populi,” B. Dulaney, Joseph 
Cramer, “D.” “A Subscriber,” C, H. Hines, John Har- 
rod, “Bartimeus,” L. R. Reese, A. McGuire, J. L. Raw- 


When the look was all love,and the vow was all truth; 


P. Nash, Nor-| 


lings, Richard Key Watts, James Page, J. J. Rerden, T. 
rts, A. Clapp, J. M. Balkman. 


— 


BOOK AGENT'S OFFICE OF THE M. P. CHURCH, 

Baltimore, September 13, 1833. 
The Book Agent gives this public notice, that aj] 

orders received for Books in quantity from this date, on 


' | purchase at 6 months, will be promptly executed, and 


an allowance made of 334 per cent. from the retai] 
prices of those on the following list, which are marked 


thus (*) 


Those books which have not the above mark, will be 


charged at the prices stated in the foliowing list. Those 
who reside more than 500 miles from the place of pur- 
chase, may make their notes at 7 months, 

The Church derives a revenue from all the following 
books sold by our ministers and members. 


Revised List of Books and prices. 
The following Works are offered for sale, by 
JOHN J. HARROD, 
BOOK AGENT OF THE METHODIST P. CHURCH. 


stitution and Declaration of Rights, $3 25 
Hymn Book M. P. Church, plain, sheep, 4 00 
Do. do. do. gilt and colored,sheep 5 00 
Do. do. do. gilt, morocco, 6 00 
Do. do. do. calf, gilt, 8 00 
Do. do. do. do. do. superextra, 13 00 
Do. do. do. morocco do. 13 00 
Do. do. do. plain, calf, 5 00 
Do. do. do. morocco, strap gilt, 10 00 
Shinn on the plan of Salvation, 14 00 
Hunter’s Sacred Biography, 3 vols. 42 00 


Mosheim, Coote and Gleig’s Church Histo- 


ry, from the earliest period to 1826, 2 


vols. 8 vo. 


48 00 


OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 


This paper is published weekly, price $3 per annum 
yable at the close of the subscript on year, in current 


nk money. 


Or two dollars and fifty cents if paid before the first 
day of July. 


rdoz. Retail. 
Discipline M. P. Church, containing Con. 


S 


SERSSE 


5 00 * 


Brown’s Philosophy of the Human Mind, 36 00 3 50 


Pocket Testaments, sheep, gilt colored, 3 50 374" 
Academical Reader, a first rate class book 
for schools, 5 50 623° 
Introduction to the above reader, 250 25° 
Saurin’s Sermons, 36 00 375 
Rollin’s Ancient History, 2 vols. 4800 4 50* 
Dr. Jenning’s History of the Controversy 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, on 
the subject of introducing representation 
into the government of said Church, 9 00 1 00 * 
Baxter's call to the Unconverted, 4 50 50 * 
Pollok's course of Time, plain, 3 50 374* 
Do. do. do. gilt, 450 So* 
Mason on Self Knowledge, 9 50 314° 
Mrs. Rowe’s Devout Exercises, 2 50 314° 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul, 400 50* 
Life of Mrs. Fletcher, § 00 75 8 
Evidences of Christianity, by Alexander 
. Watson, Paley, Jenynsand Leslie, 1200 1 25 
Polyglot Bibles, plain,’ 15 00 1 50* 
o. Testaments, gilt, extra, 9 50 1 00 
Scripture Promises, 250 314° 
Watts on the Mind, 450 624° 
Western Lyre, an excellent selection of | : 
Church Music,adapted to the most pop- 
ulat Psalmn and Hymn Book tunes,with 
Dr. A. mn advice to preachers and 
c, 10 per 100 18? 
Fletcher's Address to Seekers for 
stitched in neat printed covers, SS per 100 18? 
Prideaux’s Connexion of Sacred and Pro- 
fane History, 48 00 5 00* 
William’s on the Lord’s Supper, 300. 374° 
Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History,now pub- 
lishing in superior style, in 4to with 16 
elegant engravings, bound, $7.50* 
Ditto, in calf, gilt, 9.00 
Do. morocco or calf, superbly gilt 
on back, sides and edges, 9.00* }2.00 
Dr. Clarke’s Commentary on the Old and 
New Testament, now publishing, bound 
and lettered, 15.00* 
Harrod's Collection of Camp Meeting Hymns, 374° 


296 METHODIST PROTESTANT. _ 
OTESTANT. 
| 3 
oo 
[| | és 
| 
| 
50 * 
§24* 
75 * 
> 
| 
— 
ness in funds, which are indispensably necessary to prose- 
cute if to effect. | 


